Amendments to the Claims : S^.:^^^ 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in^the -subj eclair. y 

application. 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (cuirently amended) An electrical connector, comprising: 

an insulative housing having a mounting surface that is inclined at a predetemdned an^ 
with respect to a plane perpendicular to an engagement direction with another connector; 

a plurality of contacts arranged in the insulative housing, each ol^g^contactg having a 
tine that extends parallel to the engagement direction for insertion into through-holes of a circuit 
board; and 

an aligning member attached to the insulative housing, the aligning member having a 
plurality of apertures fior receiving and aligning the tines, and standofife that reduce bending 
stress anplied to the tines, the standoffs abut tfie circuit board so that the aligning member 
inclines at an angle less than the predetermined angle when the insulative housing is mounted on 
tiie circuit board. 

2. (original) The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the standoffs incline the aligning 
member in the same direction as the iiisulative housing. 

3. (original) The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the tines on a side opposite an 
inclined side of tiie insulative housing become progressively longer than the tines on the inclined 
side. 
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4. (original) The electrical connector of claijri 1 , wherein the apei;tiir€^^areil^^eXQ^:Mi:t-t>m , 
facilitate insertion of the tines. ^ 



bottom surface of the aligning member along a longitudinal direction thereof on both an inclii 
side and a side opposite from the inclined side. 



inclined side protrude less than the standoffs on the side opposite AeFete -from the incli ned side 
to incline the aligning member. 



7. (currently amended) An electrical coimector, comprising: 

an insulative housing having a mounting surface that is inclined at a predetermined angle 
with respect to a plane perpendicular to an engagement direction with another connector; 

a plurality of contacts arranged in the insulative housing, each ofj^g^contacts having a 
tine that extends parallel to the engagement direction for insertion into through-holes of a circuit 
board; and 

an alignm e nt a ligning m ember with a base plate having a plurality of ap^tures for 
receiving and aligning the tines, the base plate having standoffs that protrude 6xsm the base plate 
to abut the circuit board such that bending stress applied to the tines by the incUned mounting 
sur&ce is reduced, the standoff incline the aligning member in the same direction as the 
mounting surface. 
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5, (original) The electrical connector of claim 1 , wherein the standoffs are provided on a S£i 
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6. (currently amended) The electrical connector of claim 5, wherein the standoffs on the CD 
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9. (previously presented) The electrical connector of claim 7, wherein the standoffs are 
arranged so that the aligning member inclines at a smaller angle than the mounting sur&ce. 

10. (original) The electrical connector of claim 7> wherein the apertures are beveled to 
facilitate insertion of the tines. 

1 1 . (original) The electrical coimector of claim 7, wherein the standoffs are provided on a 
bottom surface of the base plate along a longitudinal direction thereof. 

12. (original) The electrical connector of claim 1 1, wherein the standoffs on one side of the 
bottom surface of the base plate protrude a smaller distance from the bottom surface than the 
standofis on the other side of the base plate. 

13. (currently amended) An aligning member for an inclined electrical connector, 
comprising: 

a base plate having a plurality of apertures for receiving and aligning tines of contacts 
that extend from a housing of the inclined electrical connector, the base plate having standoffs 
that protrude from the base plate to abut a circuit board such that bending stress applied to the 
tines by the inclined electrical connector is reduced, md^the standoffs incline the aligning 
memb^ in the same direction as the housing. 
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14. (canceled) .» 

15. (previously presented) The alignijig member of claim 13> wherein the standoffs are 
arranged so that the aligning member inclines at a smaller angle than the housing. • « iv .??5r 

16. (original) The aligning member of claim 13, wherein the ^ertures are beveled to 
facilitate insertion of the tines. 

17. (original) The aligning member of claim 13, wherein the standoffe are provided on a 
bottom sur&C6 of the base plate along a longitudinal direction thereof. 

18. (original) The aligning member of claim 17, wherein the standoff on one side of the 
bottom surface of the base plate protrude a smaller distance from the bottom surface than the 
standoffs on the other side of the base plate. 

19. (original) The aligning member of claim 13, wherein the aligning member is moveable 
with respect to the housing. 
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